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A serrated bone graft section for graft in a patient includes 
a body portion cut from elongate cortical bone, the body 
portion having a sidewall portion, the body portion having 
substantially planar end faces at opposite ends of said body 
portion, each of the end faces having a plurality of grooves 
cut therein so as to form serrations in each of the end faces. 

14 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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SERRATED BONE GRAFT 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to the field of bone grafts. 

2. Description of the Background Art 

U.S. Pat No. 4,950.296 discloses combined cortical and 
cancellous bone grafting units and methods of making same. 
The units disclosed therein have an elongated cylindrical 
cortical body member with flat, planar ends and a cylindrical 
cavity extending transverse to the axis of the body in which 
is packed a cancellous bone plug. 

There remains a need in the art for improved bone graft 
configurations. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, a bone graft section 
for graft in a patient comprises a body portion cut from 
elongate cortical bone, the body portion having a sidewall 
portion, the body portion having substantially planar end 
faces at opposite ends of the body portion, each of the end 
faces having a plurality of grooves cut therein so as to form 
serrations in each of the end faces. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a serrated fibular cross- 
section bone graft in accordance with one embodiment of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a serrated humeral 
cross-section bone graft in accordance with another embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a serrated tibial cross- 
section bone graft in accordance with another embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a serrated femoral cross- 
section bone graft in accordance with another embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a serrated fibular wedge 
bone graft in accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a serrated humeral wedge 
bone graft in accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a serrated tibial wedge 
bone graft in accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIGS. 8A. 8B and 8C are respective perspective views of 
a femur, tibia and humerus, from which serrated bone grafts 
in accordance with the present invention can be formed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Serrated bone graft sections in accordance with the 
present invention can be cut from whole diaphyseal bone at 
about mid-shaft approximately 50 mm from the proximal 
and distal ends of the bone. Exemplary lengths of serrated 
bone graft sections in accordance with the present invention 
range from about 8 mm to about 80 ram with exemplary 
diameters ranging from about 10 mm to about 27 mm, 

FIGS. 1-7 show various embodiments of the invention, 
where corresponding parts are labeled with the same refer- 
ence number. Each of these serrated bone graft sections 10 
shown in FIGS. 1-7 includes a body portion 12 cut from 
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elongate cortical bone, the body portion 12 having a sidewall 
portion 14. The body portion 12 further has substantially 
planar end faces 16 (one shown in each of FIGS. 1-7) at 
opposite ends of body portion 12. Each of the end faces 16 

5 includes a plurality of grooves 18. 20 cut therein, so as to 
form serrations in each of end faces 16. 

In preferred embodiments, at least about three grooves 18 
are cut parallel in end faces 16 in the anterior/posterior ( A/P) 
direction of section 10, and at least about three grooves 20 

10 are cut parallel In end faces 16 in the medial/lateral (M/L) 
direction of section 10. In the embodiment shown, grooves 
18, 20 are cut so as to cross on end faces 16. In particularly 
preferred embodiments, grooves 18, 20 are cut perpendicu- 
lar to each other. 

15 In exemplary embodiments, grooves 18, 20 are cut within 
the range of from about 0.1 mm to about 2 mm in both depth 
and width. In particularly preferred embodiments, grooves 
18, 20 are approximately 1 mm deep and approximately 1 
mm wide. 

20 The serrated fibular cross-section bone grafts shown in 
FIG. 1 can have exemplary diameters of about 10-14 mm 
and about 15—18 mm. with exemplary length of 8 mm, 10 
mm, 12 mm and 14 mm. Additionally, elongate shaft 
embodiments can have equivalent diameters, but exemplary 

25 lengths of 20 mm, 30 mm, 40 mm, 50 mm, 60 mm, 70 mm 
and 80 mm. In particularly preferred embodiments, the 
cortical wall thickness is greater than or equal to about 2 
mm, and the spine of the bone is removed for uniformity in 
wall thickness. Hie serrated fibular cross-section bone graft 

30 has end faces 16 which are substantially parallel to each 
other. 

Hie serrated humeral cross-section bone grafts shown in 
FIG. 2 can have exemplary diameters within the range of 

35 about 19-22 mm, and exemplary lengths of 8 mm, 10 mm, 
12 mm and 14 mm. Elongate shaft ernbodiments can have 
equivalent diameters as in the serrated fibular cross-section 
bone grafts, which may be within the exemplary range of 
about 20-80 mm. The serrated humeral cross-section bone 

^ graft has end faces 16 which are substantially parallel to 
each other. In preferred embodiments, the cortical wall 
thickness is greater than or equal to about 3 mm, and the 
spine is removed from the bone for greater wall thickness 
uniformity. 

4 5 The serrated tibial cross-section and serrated femoral 
cross-section bone grafts shown respectively in FIGS. 3 and 
4 can have exemplary diameters within the range of 23-27 
mm. and exemplary lengths of about 10 mm, 12 mm, 14 mm 
and 16 mm. Each of the serrated tibial cross- section and 

3Q serrated femoral cross-section bone grafts has parallel end 
faces. Shaft embodiments of these bone grafts have lengths 
corresponding to those of the serrated fibular shaft 
embodiments, within the exemplary range of 20-80 mm. In 
preferred embodiments, the cortical wall thickness in the 

55 tibial cross-section bone graft is greater than or equal to 
about 4 mm, while in the femoral cross-section bone graft, 
the cortical wall thickness is greater than or equal to 5 mm, 
and in both cases, the spine is removed from the bone for 
greater wall thickness uniformity. 

60 The serrated bone grafts shown in FIGS. 5-7 are wedges, 
i.e., the substantially planar end faces 16 are angled with 
respect to each other, with the angle between the planar end 
faces being defined by the Tl and T2 measurements shown 
in FIGS. 5-7. 

63 The serrated fibular wedge bone graft shown in FIG. 5 can 
have exemplary diameters within the range of about 15-18 
nun, and exemplary respective T1/T2 lengths of 5 mm/8 
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mm, 7 mm/10 mm, 9 mm/12 mm and 11 mm/14 mm. In 
preferred embodiments, the cortical wall thickness is greater 
than or equal to about 2 mm* and the spine is removed from 
the bone for greater wall thickness uniformity. 

Serrated humeral wedge bone grafts as shown in FIG. 6 
can have exemplary width dimensions within the range of 
about 19-22 mm and exemplary T1/T2 length dimensions 
of about 11 mm/14 mm 13 mm/16 mm, 15 mm/ IS mm and 
17 mm/20 mm In preferred embodiments, the cortical wall 
thickness is greater than or equal to about 3 mm, and the 
spine is removed from the bone for greater wall thickness 
uniformity. 

Serrated tibial wedge bone grafts as shown in FIG. 7 can 
have exemplary width dimensions with the range of about 
23-27 mm, and exemplary T1/T2 length dimensions of 
about 11 mm/ 14 mm, 13 mrn/16 mm, 15 mm/18 mm and 17 
mm/20 mm. In preferred embodiments, the cortical wall 
thickness is greater than or equal to about 4 mm and the 
spine is removed from the bone far greater wall thickness 
uniformity. 

In preferred embodiments, the cortical bone from which 
the serrated bone graft sections in accordance with the 
present invention are cut are light grey, cream or white in 
color, and substantially free of blood products and lipids. 
The medullary canal and cortical plates also are substantially 
free of blood products and lipids. 

The body portion 12 of each serrated bone graft section 10 
has a transverse cavity 13 (intermedullary canal) extending 
through body portion 12 between opposite end faces 16. If 
desired, the transverse cavity 13 can receive allograft (e.g., 
non-canceUous allograft) or a patient's autogenous tissue, 
such as the patient's own bone material and blood. 

FIGS. 8A, 8B and 8C respectively show a femur, humerus 
and tibia, from which serrated bone graft sections in accor- 
dance with the present invention can be cut. 

The serrated end faces of bone graft sections in accor- 
dance with the present invention increase the interbody 
stability of the grafts during use. 

The bone material from which a graft in accordance with 
the present invention is formed preferably is aseptic and 
substantially pure bone mineral, Le,, is substantially protein- 
free, substantially lipid-frce and substantially blood-free. 
Advantageously, the material from which a graft in accor- 
dance with the present invention is prepared is processed 
aseptically in a level 10 clean room utilizing a system mat 
includes one or mare ultrasonic baths, ethanol treatment 
antibiotic soap, and blood/lipid removal steps, all of which 
are known in the art 

Because many modifications, variations and changes in 
detail may be made to the described embodiments, it is 
intended that all matter in the foregoing description and 
shown in the accompanying drawings be interpreted as 
Illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 

We claim: 

1. A serrated bone graft section for graft in a patient 
comprising a body portion cut from elongate cortical bone, 
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the body portion having a sidewall portion, the body portion 
having substantially planar end faces at opposite ends of said 
body portion, each of the end faces having a plurality of 
grooves cut therein so as to form cross-cut serrations in each 
5 of the end faces, wherein a substantial portion of each end 
face planar surface area. 

2. The section of claim 1, wherein said planar end faces 
are parallel with respect to each other. 

3. The section of claim 2, wherein said plurality of 
10 grooves includes a first set of substantially parallel grooves 

in each end face. 

4. The section of claim 3, further including a second set 
of substantially parallel grooves in each of the end faces 

J3 which crosses said first set of substantially parallel grooves 
to form said cross-cut serrations. 

5. The section of claim 4, wherein the first and second sets 
of substantially parallel grooves are substantially perpen- 
dicular to each other. 

20 6. The section of claim 5, wherein the first and second sets 
of substantially parallel grooves each include at least about 
three grooves. 

7. The section of claim 6, wherein said body portion has 
a length of from about 8 mm to about 80 mm, and wherein 

25 body portion has a diameter of from about 10 mm to 
about 27 miXL 

8. A serrated bone graft section for graft in a patient 
comprising a body portion cut from elongate cortical bone, 
the body portion having a sidewall portion, the body portion 

30 having substantially planar end faces at opposite ends of said 
body portion, each of the end faces having a plurality of 
grooves cut therein so as to form cross-cut serrations in each 
of the end faces, wherein a substantial portion of each end 
face is planar surface area wherein said substantially planar 

35 end faces are not parallel, and are angled with respect to each 
other. 

9. The section of claim 8, wherein said plurality of 
grooves includes a first set of substantially parallel grooves 
in each end face. 

40 10. The section of claim 9, further including a second set 
of substantially parallel grooves in each of the end faces 
which crosses said first set of substantially parallel grooves 
to form said cross-cut serrations. 

11. The section of claim 10, wherein the first and second 
45 sets of substantially parallel grooves are substantially per- 
pendicular to each other. 

12. The section of claim 11. wherein the first and second 
sets of substantially parallel grooves each include at Least 
about three grooves. 

50 13. The section of claim 12, having an anterior length 
dimension (VI) of from about 5 mm to about 17 mm* and a 
posterior length dimension (T2) of from about 8 mm to 
about 20 mm. 

14. The section of claim 13, having a diameter of from 
55 about 15 mm to about 27 mm. 

***** 
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